
for the cargo ships 66 days. These performances were im
proved during the summer months, but became very much 
longer during the exceptionally cold winter of 1917. During 
the spring, summer, and fall of 1918 the performances of 
both cargo and troop ships became standardized at about 70 
days for cargo ships and 35 days for troop ships. 

In noting these facts, as presented in the figures of the 
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Diagram 17.—American troops carried by ships of each nation. 

diagram, it is to be borne in mind that the figures refer to the 
lengths of the turnarounds of all the ships sailing from Ameri
can ports in one month. Thus the high figure of 109 days for 
the cargo ships means that 109 days was the average time re
quired for all the cargo ships leaving American ports in 
November to complete their turnarounds and start on their 
next trips. These vessels made their trips in the exceptionally 
cold months of December, January, and February. 

The fastest ships have averaged under 30 days. During 


